
THE GUS MOODY MEMORIAL 
Tournament of Bands 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2017 
McKissick Field 

Summerville, South Carolina 

Dear Colleagues, 

Thank you for choosing to join us!  We realize that this weekend offered many places to 
compete in South Carolina, and we truly appreciate your confidence in us and your support of 
our event.  We want to do everything possible to make sure that your experience with us is 
great.  Our parents are excited to continue this challenging tradition and to do so in a way 
that will continue to honor the father of our program.  

Hopefully, we will all be able to enjoy at least SOME rain free time this week to prepare.  I’m 
looking forward to seeing all of your programs!  

Please review the information in this packet and do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions you may have regarding the show!   

Again, thank you for choosing the 3rd Annual Gus Moody Memorial Tournament of Bands, 
and we look forward to seeing you on September 23rd!  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PROCEDURES, RULES AND EVENT MANUAL 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Gus Moody Memorial Tournament of Bands seeks to celebrate the efforts of the students, 
teachers, instructors, and parents involved in the marching activity.  It is our goal to provide 
every band with a quality venue to showcase its achievements as well as offer valuable, 
professional input from master judges that will foster growth and improvement in future 
performances. It is also our goal to foster an atmosphere of mutual support and respect 
among competing students, teachers, instructors, and parents.   

CONDUCT 
Directors, students, parents, and other staff should act in a supportive manner regarding all 
participating groups and individuals in the competition.  We cheer for ALL students. It is our 
desire to have every student leave the event feeling celebrated.  All Directors and staff and 
parents are expected to respect the competitive process.  Each person is expected to act in a 
professional manner toward every other person involved in the event.  

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR PARENT COMMUNITY TO REWARD EVERY STUDENT ON 
THE FIELD WITH THE OVATION THEY ALL DESERVE!   Our communities are often a 
reflection of the way they see us approach other programs in competition.  Make sure it’s 
really you in the mirror!!   

SOCIAL MEDIA 
It is not OK for parents, students, fans, etc. to tape other bands and post their performances 
to YouTube, and/or Facebook or other Social Media.  Please help your people understand 
that how you may choose to post or not post your band’s performances does not give them 
freedom or the right(s) to video and post other bands without their permission.  It’s a common 
courtesy about which we feel very strongly, and it is a potential violation of US Copyright Law 
about which they should be made aware.   

REGISTRATION 
Bands will register for the contest at www.shsgreenwaveband.org.   Performance times will 
be determined by registration time stamp.  Send payments to: Summerville Band Boosters 
PO Box 2752, Summerville, SC 29484.  The registration fee is $75.00.  If your payment is not 
received, you may lose your performance time slot.  

ONLINE INFORMATION FORM 
You should have received an email with the link to our online information form.  Please make 
sure this is submitted ASAP so that we have accurate information for the program and to 
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assist in planning for your arrival.  If you have not received the email with the link, please 
email dgilreath@dorchester2.k12.sc.us.  

EVENT SPONSOR 
The competition is sponsored by the Summerville Band Boosters. 

CONTACTS 
Leslie Gilreath, Director of Bands 
Summerville High School 
1101 Boone Hill Road 
Summerville, SC 29483 
(843) 452-6584 (c)  
(843) 821-3989 (f) 
dgilreath@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 

Carolyn Gardner, Contest Co-Chair 
(843) 864-4000 (c) 
gardnercjc@gmail.com 

TICKETS 
Tickets $10.00 at the gate ($5.00 for kids age 5-11, under 5, FREE) 

WRISTBANDS 
You will be given wristbands for your chaperones and staff and props/pit people.  These are a 
different color than the general admission wristbands the public will receive.   Please make 
sure everyone on your staff and props/equipment crew and chaperones have a wristband.  

You will be given 12 wristbands + 1 for every 10 band members over 80 in your total 
band membership.  

DIRECTOR/STAFF HOSPITALITY 
Please visit our Director and Staff Hospitality room located in the cafeteria at Spann 
Elementary School where we will have soft drinks, coffee, and food for you.   This area is for 
Band Directors and Instructional Staff only.  Enjoy!  

SEATING OF BANDS AFTER PERFORMANCE 
Once your band performs, they should sit on the VISITOR side of the stadium. To enter the 
VISITOR side, you will need to come through the ENTRY GATE.  Please do not block or slow 
any band’s progress to the field for their performance.   
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CLASSIFICATION 
Bands will be placed in classes based on the total number of winds.  There may need to be 
some adjustments to classes, and we reserve the right to adjust class sizes as registration 
unfolds for the event.  You may elect to move into a HIGHER classification, but you may not 
move into a LOWER classification. This is a general guideline that will be used, though it may 
need to be adjusted to even classes on any given year.  

Class A 0-49 winds 
Class AA 50-79 winds 
Class AAA 80+ winds 

JUDGES 
It is our belief that the competitive process only functions in a positive way when the 
adjudication is done by qualified, master judges.  In the end, the goal is to get great 
information to the kids so that they can learn, grow, improve, and extend the quality of their 
music and movement-making experience!  We are pleased to announce the 2015 panel: 

Music Effect JEFF HARPER 
Music Ensemble  BO SODDERS 
Music Individual (on-field) SUE ALEXANDER 
Visual Effect FRANK MILLER (Chief Judge) 
Visual Ensemble MICHAEL GRAY 
Visual Individual (on-field) BEN POUNCEY 
Color Guard BEN HIPP 
Percussion (on-field) TOM AUNGST 
Press Box Coordinator CODY CRAWFORD 
Entry Gate Coordinator JULIE MASSEY 

SCORING 
We will use SCBDA score sheets with the following percentages:  
SCBDA sheets can be viewed at www.bandlink.org 

Music Effect 25% 
Visual Effect 25% 
Music Ensemble 15% 
Visual Ensemble 15% 
Music Individual 10% 
Visual Individual 10% 

Percussion and Color Guard scores will determine the winner of those captions in each class, 
but those numbers will not be figured into the overall score. 
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TIES 
In the event of a tie, the band with the highest combined music and visual effect scores 
will awarded the higher placement.  If that score is tied, the following order will be followed: 

 Music Ensemble Score 
 Music Individual Score 
 Visual Ensemble Score 
 Visual Individual Score 

ON-FIELD JUDGES 
Please prepare your students ahead of time for on-field judges. If they know to expect a judge 
suddenly appearing in the drill, it can be less alarming to them.  The Individual Music, 
Individual Visual, and Percussion Judges will be on-field.  Please instruct your students to go 
about the show as if no one were there.  

RATINGS 
Ratings of Excellent or Superior will be announced.  
Superior = 80-100 
Excellence = 70-79.99 
Quality = Below 70 

AWARDS 
The following trophies will be awarded:  

In Each Class:  
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place, determined by the overall highest score of all combined Music, 
Visual, and Effect Sheets. 
High Music, determined by the highest combined Music Ensemble, Individual, and Effect 
Scores  
High Visual, determined by the highest combined Visual Ensemble, Individual, and Effect 
Scores 
Best Color Guard 
Best Percussion 

Overall Awards:  
3rd Place Overall  
2nd Place Overall 
The Moody Tournament Grand Champion, to be presented by Jan and Julie Moody. 
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EVENT MANAGEMENT and FLOW 
PLEASE approach the event from Berlin G. Myers Parkway (see Directions).  You will turn onto 
E. Richards, following the signs. Buses and trucks will be instructed to park along McKissick 
Way.  
Spectator vehicles will not be permitted to follow buses into the bus parking area. 

Your registration packet will have your staff/chaperone/crew wristbands based on the numbers 
you provided. You may purchase additional wristbands at the registration table for $10.00.  

Your guides will meet you there and stay with you through your performance. 

Your guides will be able to show your students to the restrooms in the stadium and/or show 
them to your equipment trucks. Please make sure there is always adequate adult supervision 
for all students at all times. 

The proximity of our stadium to the parking and equipment areas will mean that ALL USE OF 
DR. BEAT, LONG RANGERS, MEGA-VOXES, AND JAM-BLOCKS are strictly prohibited 
outside designated warm-up areas. (see penalties) 

Please check in at least 30 minutes prior to your warm-up time.  If your band will need to be 
taken in to the stadium for restrooms, you may want to add an additional 30 minutes or more 
onto that.  

We will not be providing changing facilities.  If your group must change on site, please 
email me immediately at dgilreath@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 

Please make sure that you are using the correct warm-up area at the correct time.  We cannot 
allow getting to the warm-up areas early or staying late.  The schedule of warm-up areas and 
maps will be in your packet on-site as you register on the event day.  
 

WATER STATIONS 
Water will be provided for your students as they leave the warm-up area and as they exit the 
performance field.  

TIMING 
Each band will be given a total of 15 minutes from the starting gate to set up, perform, and 
tear down/leave the field.  Please make sure that you are off the field in a timely manner 
following these guidelines.  
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GUIDES 
Each band will be assigned student guides who will help you get what you need, get to your 
warm-up area, and get to the field.  They will be waiting for you at the registration table. 
Please remember that these are students! These are our best and brightest, and they are 
eager to please you and make your experience great.  Your guides will stay with you until after 
your band has performed and you have returned to your buses/equipment, etc.  They will not 
escort you back into the stadium.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IT IS ULTIMATELY YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO BE AT THE STARTING GATE ON TIME.   

EQUIPMENT TRUCKS/PROPS, ETC. 
The equipment/prop trucks will be parked right on the street by the stadium.  This is 
incredibly convenient to the field, but it will mean that you must take care to keep loud noise 
to a minimum in this area.  YOU WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO PLAY AT ALL IN THE 
EQUIPMENT TRUCK AREA.  (see Penalties). 

CONCESSIONS 
Concession stands will be open and stocked with great food for your parents and students to 
purchase throughout the stadium area. Please visit them! There will not be room for cooking, 
etc. in the parking areas.  

TICKETS 
General admission tickets will be on sale for $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for kids age 5-11, under 
5 free.   

ELECTRONICS 
All electronically produced sounds must be “live,” in “real time,” and be performed by a 
student.  No single, triggered electronic sound may produce rhythmic intent.  Note: 
Prerecorded music is permitted before and during the announcement.  Narration and sound 
effects may be prerecorded and used without penalty. Staff or students may operate 
soundboards. The event host is NOT responsible for any interruption in the supply of 
electricity.   

RESTRICTIONS 
No fire, pyrotechnics, fireworks, firing of weapons, or the use of any hazardous materials that 
could endanger the stadium surface, participants, or spectators will be permitted.  

In the event that the field is exceedingly wet, we reserve the right to deny entry to non-
pneumatic prop wheels, golf carts, etc.   
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No animals will be allowed as part of any performance. No band may request that the 
stadium lights be turned off as part of their performance.  

No powder and/or any material that might damage the field, leave excessive residue (paper 
wrappings, confetti, etc.) and/or disrupt the scheduled flow of the event will be permitted.  
Motorized vehicles may be utilized for the setting up and removal of pit equipment or props 
provided the tires are “turf” style.  No knobby or “off road” tires will be permitted on the 
stadium surface. Driving on the field itself, not withstanding the end zones and sidelines, is 
not permitted.  

The gates for entry and exit are approximately 10 feet wide.  All equipment and props must 
be able to go through them.  If you have something wider than this, please give me a call 
immediately. Sliding or “scooting” any trailer, props, or show equipment on the performance 
area will not be allowed.  

DIRECTOR VIEWING AREA 
There will be an area roped off at the top of the stadium for directors and staff to view their 
band’s shows.  Please use this for your band, not choice seating for all the bands.  We have to 
make sure that every staff has a great view of their own show.  

PARENT/SPECTATOR VIDEO 
Video and still cameras will be allowed in the spectator area of the stands. Videos and still 
photos and still photos may be taken from the field, but please do not flash for performer 
safety.  The press box will not be open for videos of band performances. Remember, it is 
inappropriate to post other bands’ performances on social media.  

COPYRIGHT REQUIREMENTS 
Bands are expected to comply with copyright laws with regard to performance and/or 
arrangements of copyrighted music, visual images, and other materials, as well as the use of 
copyrighted audio or spoken text, and the display of copyrighted images and words.  
Permission to arrange forms and more detailed information regarding the copyright laws will 
accompany this procedures manual and each band’s information.  Music purchased as a 
marching band arrangement does not require a “permission to arrange” agreement.  No 
band will be permitted to perform if it is not in compliance with the copyright laws of the 
United States.  Each band must provide documentation that it has purchased or otherwise 
obtained permission/license to use and/or arrange the music they perform.  

AWARDS CEREMONY 
The Awards Ceremony will begin following the last exhibition band.  DRUM MAJORS ONLY 
should meet at the entry gate following the entry of the last exhibition band.  They will be 
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announced and enter the field, standing 12 steps off the sideline.  We will arc the Drum 
Majors around the front of the field to streamline the awards ceremony and eliminate the walk 
back to the 20 yard line hash.   

DRUM MAJORS ONLY should meet  at the entry gate for the AWARDS Ceremony.  

PENALTIES  
It is our desire that no penalties are ever assessed.  Therefore, this list is limited to actions that 
disrupt the show, damage the facility, or hinder others’ experience.  Please help us keep this a 
penalty-free event.  In the event that penalties must be assessed, it will be at the discretion of 
the Chief Judge and the Contest Host.  

Use of amplified or loud, metronomic devices in un-approved areas  up to 5 points 
Late to gate time/delay of contest      up to 5 points  
Playing in the equipment truck area      up to 5 points 
Excessive Time Delay Leaving the Field      up to 5 points 
Disruptive/Disrespectful Behavior of Director/Staff/Parent     up to disqualification 
Violation of “Restrictions” Policies     up to 5 points 
Failure to provide Copyright Clearance     band cannot perform 

CRITIQUE 
There will be a critique with the judges during the awards ceremony. This will be held in the 
Director’s Hospitality Room at Spann Elementary School across the street from the stadium.  
Directors and staff with the greatest distance to drive will go first.  You will have a short period 
of time to talk with the judges regarding their impressions of your show. This can be an 
incredibly valuable period of time.  We hope that this is a helpful part of your prep for the 
coming weeks. The critique schedule will be in your registration packet when you arrive.  

DIRECTIONS TO MCKISSICK FIELD   

FROM I-26:  Take exit 199A and move to the left lane quickly on 17A. Go to the third 
stoplight, and turn left onto Berlin G Myers Parkway (Sticky Fingers will be on your right, and 
Starbucks/Verizon are on your left.)  Go through 4 stoplights and turn right on E. Richardson.   

FROM HIGHWAY 78: Turn left onto Berlin G. Parkway (at the new Spinx station) go through 2 
stoplights and turn right on E. Richardson.  

If you are not sure how to get here, email me.  =-)  
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